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LEGAL CAPACITY OF THE ADAPTATION FUND BOARD OFFERS SUBMITTED BY KYOTO PROTOCOL PARTIES

1.
At the Fourth meeting of the Adaptation Fund Board a working group with mandate to
work on the operationalization of the legal capacity of the Adaptation Fund Board was created.
2.
The former Chair of the Board and Chair of the working group sent a letter to the
UNFCCC focal points of all the Kyoto Protocol Parties inviting them to recognize the legal
capacity of, and to host, the Board.
3.
At the Fifth meeting of the Board, the Chair of the working reported on its activities
during the intersessional period. He presented a number of criteria and elements for the Board
to consider when selecting a potential host country. At this same meeting, the Chief Legal
Advisor for the UNFCCC Secretariat explained that the best course of action for the Board was
to consider any incoming offers and then to ask the CMP to endorse the Board’s final selection.
4.

The Board decided
(a) That the Secretariat of the Adaptation Fund Board should reissue the invitation to the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol through their Permanent Missions to the United Nations
Headquarters in New York;
(b) That the date for the submission of expressions of interest in hosting the Adaptation
Fund Board should be received by the Secretariat of the Adaptation Fund Board no later
than 26 April 2009;
(c) That notwithstanding the 26 April 2009 deadline for the submission of expressions of
interest in hosting the Adaptation Fund Board, in some exceptional cases that deadline
might be waived;
(d) That the ad hoc working group would continue to meet to refine the elements of
information that the Board might wish to request from Parties interested in granting
legal capacity to, and hosting, the Board, contained in Annex III to the present report;
(e) That the working group, in refining the elements of criteria referred to above, would
give consideration to the questionnaire contained in Annex I of document
A/AC.237/79/Add.4 of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework
Convention on Climate Change; and
(f) That during the intersessional period the working group would also consider any
expressions of interest in hosting the Adaptation Fund Board and then report back to the
Board on those expressions of interest, as well as its other intersessional activities, at the
Board’s sixth meeting.
(Decision B.5/2)

5.
In accordance with the mandate above, the Chair of the Board sent a letter to Permanent
Missions to the UN of all the Kyoto Protocol Parties on April 6, 2009.

6.
Following that letter, the secretariat has received three offers in total, up until the final
submission date of April 26, 2009, which are contained in the Annexes to the present document:
I.
II.
III.

The Federal Republic of Germany submitted an offer on April 24, 2009.
Barbados presented an offer on April 26, 2009.
The Hellenic Republic of Greece submitted an offer on April 24, 2009. However
this offer was rescinded on May 5, 2009.

7.
The working group has reviewed the expressions of interest received. The set of criteria
the AFB is considering and requesting from the Parties interested can be summed up into 4
categories:
a)
b)
c)
d)

The legal framework
The logistical and financial issues
The local facilities and conditions
Other relevant information

8.
The two countries that expressed interest in recognizing the legal capacity of, and
hosting, the Board have been invited to send representatives to the Sixth meeting of the Board in
order to provide further information on their proposals.
Recommendation
9.
The Board may wish to consider the offers received and make a recommendation to the
CMP.

Annex I: Submission from Germany

Annex II: Submission from Barbados

Annex III: Submission from Greece + Withdrawal

