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In context of increasing climate 
change impacts & resilient COVID-
19 recovery 2

Urgency for 
accelerating innovation

Paris Agreement Article 10.5: 
“Accelerating, encouraging and 
enabling innovation is critical for an 
effective, long-term global response to 
climate change and […]  shall be […] 
supported, including by the Technology 
Mechanism, [...] and the Financial 
Mechanism.”

Need for innovation also for COVID-19 
recovery that is transformative and 
involves resilience 



Your Logo or Name Here

Mandate of the Adaptation Fund

“A concrete adaptation project/programme is 
defined as a set of activities aimed at 
addressing the adverse impacts of and risks 
posed by climate change. The activities shall 
aim at producing visible and tangible results 
on the ground by reducing vulnerability and 
increasing the adaptive capacity of human 
and natural systems to respond to the impacts 
of climate change, including climate 
variability. “

“The Adaptation Fund shall finance concrete adaptation projects 
and programs” (UNFCCC Marrakech Accords)
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The Adaptation Fund is delivering impacts on the 
ground through innovative modalities

105 concrete 
adaptation projects 

for total US$745 
Million

49 Implementing 
entities incl. 31 

NIEs

102 countries incl. 
18 SIDS and 28 

LDCs

Pioneer of the 
direct access 

modality

9.3 million direct 
and 18 million 

indirect 
beneficiaries

Serves the Paris 
Agreement since 

Jan 1 2019

US$287 Million of 
active pipeline (July 

2020) 

US$100 Million 
portfolio in water 

management 
projects 

Figures as of July  31st 2020
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Pioneering adaptation with over US$ 100 million invested
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• Disaster Risk 
Reduction
19%

• Forests
1%

• Water 
Management 
13%

• Rural Development
12%

• Urban 
Development
4%

• Multi-sector
11%

• Coastal 
management
7%

• Food Security
16%

• Ecosystem-based 
adaptation
4%

• Agriculture
13%

q Allocation per region: Africa (40%); Asia Pacific (26%); Latin America and 
Caribbean (30%) and Eastern Europe (4%)
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The Adaptation Fund supports innovative elements
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The Adaptation Fund supports innovative elements – cont.
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The Adaptation Fund’s Medium-
Term Strategy established the 
Innovation Facility

Innovation Facility: Small and Large 
Grants with the objective to:
a) roll out successful innovations; 
b) scale up viable innovations; 
c) encourage and accelerate 

innovations; and
d) generate evidence of effective and 

efficient innovation in adaptation.
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Innovation as a Strategic 
Focus for Adaptation 
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Adaptation Fund’s Innovation Funding Opportunities 
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• Project justification 
• Project components focusing on adaptation and how they contribute to resilience
• Economic, social and environmental benefits of the project, and mitigation of any negative impacts (ESP of AF)
• Does the project encourage or accelerate innovative adaptation? Does it generate evidence?
• How the project meets the relevant national technical standards, in line with the ESP
• Learning and knowledge management
• Impacts on the most vulnerable 
• Justification for the funding request: full cost of adaptation reasoning.

• Implementation 
• Arrangements for Implementation
• Monitoring and Evaluation plan
• Results framework with targets and indicators, and alignment with AFs Results Framework
• Budget, including IE management fee use and breakdown of execution costs
• Disbursement schedule

Applying for Small Grants for Innovation for NIEs
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linkedin.com/in/violetaleiva

CHILE: Water Crisis and Needs for Innovation in Climate
Change

Water scarcity effects on urban 
population and agricultural 
production:
• Financial costs for farmers
• Mental & Physical Insecurity for 

communities (i.e. women and 
elderly)

• Increasing demands from local 
government to provide long term 
solutions -> AF role
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linkedin.com/in/violetaleiva

Innovation Grant Project: Improving water access in
emergency situations in a vulnerable province of Valparaiso,
Chile

Innovation Features:
• Crowdsourced 

through an open 
design contest

• Adaptable and 
Replicable

COVID Strategy:
- Use of online tools to launch contest
- First stage of design  reception of proposals with no large gatherings 
- Virtual Team meetings 
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Next steps & 
opportunities
Under the Innovation Facility

• Launch of Online Training for 
accessing the Small Grants for 
Innovation (September 2020)
• Launch of the MIE Innovation 

Aggregator Programmes by 
UNDP & UNEP (September 
2020)
• Launch of Large Grants for 

Innovation by the Adaptation 
Fund Board (October 2020) 
(TBD)
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