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The Adaptation Fund’s Medium-
Term Strategy established the 
Innovation Facility

An Innovation Facility dedicated to:
a) Roll out successful innovations; 
b) Scale up viable innovations; 
c) Encourage and accelerate 

innovations; and
d) Generate evidence of effective and 

efficient innovation in adaptation.
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Innovation as a Strategic 
Focus for Adaptation 
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What is Innovation?

Understood as the 
creating, testing, 

deployment or 
diffusion of new, 

adapted or 
improved 
adaptation 
solutions

Developed 
contextually and 

with the inclusion 
of the 

communities most 
vulnerable to 

climate change

Emphasis on 
iterative 

deployment where 
change, learning, 

and new 
information are 

embraced
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What does not qualify?

Ø Patents and business generation in 
isolation

Ø Basic technology transfers, i.e. 
projects that include no or 
insignificant innovative techniques 
and/or practices or their adaptation 
to new circumstances

Ø Measures well demonstrated 
elsewhere over a significant period 
of time, with no innovative element 
in their application in the new 
context

Ø Very high-risk ideas with no 
evidence base
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Adaptation Fund’s Innovation Funding Opportunities
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Small 
grants

Max. US$ 
250,000

Max. US$ 5 
Million

Max. US$ 
250,000

• To roll out 
successful 
innovation

• To scale up 
innovations

Accredited
NIEs, MIEs and 

RIEs

PFGs available 
to support 
application 

process

Accredited
NIEs

• To encourage & accelerate 
innovation

• To generate evidence based

• To encourage & 
accelerate 
innovation

• To generate 
evidence based

Administered 
by UNDP and 
UNEP/CTCN

Not-for-profit, Civil 
Society Organisations, 

Business Members, 
Community Based 

Organizations

Large 
projects

AFCIA

Outside of 
country and 
regional CAP

AFCIA CONTACTS
UNDP
Mr. Charles Yu
Investment Appraisal Specialist
Email: chongguang.yu@undp.org

UNEP-CTCN
Ms. Clara Landeiro
CTCN Regional Manager for Asia and 
the Pacific
Email: clara.landeiro@un.org

mailto:chongguang.yu@undp.org
mailto:clara.landeiro@un.org
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Thematic areas
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• Disaster Risk 
Reduction

• Forests and Land 
Use

• Water resources
Management 

• Rural development

• Agriculture

• Urban 
adaptation

• Social innovation

• Coastal 
management

• Food Security

• Nature-based 
solutions

• Advancement of 
gender equality

• Enhancement of 
cultural heritage

• Innovative 
adaptation financing

• Inclusion of youth• Focus on 
communities
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How to apply
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https://www.adaptation-fund.org/

https://www.adaptation-fund.org/
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How to apply

Download and 
complete the 

provided 
application form

Attach a signed 
letter of 

endorsement by 
the Designated 

Authority

The call for innovation grants opens twice a year for consideration at the bi-annual 
board meetings and follows the project cycle submission process. After review by 

the secretariat comments can be addressed by the IE and the proposal 
resubmitted.

Send completed 
application to the 
Adaptation Fund
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Key documents
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Options for further Defining 
Innovation in Adaptation 
Projects and Programmes 
AFB/PPRC.26.b/17

Further Clarification of Vision 
and Definition of Innovation 
under the Adaptation Fund: 
Analysis of Relevant 
Elements and Guidance on 
Review Criteria AFB/B.36/8

Specific Objectives and 
Indicators for the Innovation 
Aspects of Projects and 
Programmes  AFB/B.37/6

https://www.adaptation-fund.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/AFB.PPRC_.26.b.17-Options-for-further-defining-innovation-in-adaptation-1.pdf
https://www.adaptation-fund.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AFB.36.8-Further-Clarification-of-the-Vision-and-Definition-of-Innovation.pdf
https://www.adaptation-fund.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/AFB.B.37.6_Specific-Objectives-and-Indicators-for-Innovation-Aspects-of-Projects-and-Programmes_final-1.pdf
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Key materials
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Free on-line training on the 
understanding of innovation

Free online training on the 
Innovation Small Grant 
application

Application sample for 
Innovation Small Grants 
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Upcoming 
opportunities
Under the Innovation Facility

• Small Innovation Grants and 
Large Innovation Projects are 
open to receive proposals for 
the AFB38 Board meeting. 
Deadline is January 10, 
2022 at 18:00 (Washington DC 
time). Proposals may be 
submitted as early as January 3, 
2022.
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Thank You
Innovation Team at the Adaptation Fund

clasprillapina@adaptation-fund.org
www.adaptation-fund.org 

agomes3@adaptation-fund.org
Claudia Lasprilla Pina

Alyssa Gomes
sdobardzic@adaptation-fund.org

Saliha Dobardzic


