
YouthEngagementParamountinEnhancingClimate

AdaptationProjects,AdaptationFundStudyFinds

Washington,D.C.(August11,2022)--AnewstudybytheAdaptationFund(AF)showsthatthe

Fundhassupportedprojectsthatsignificantlybenefityouththroughoutitshistory,andthatfurther

increasingyouthengagementandparticipationinclimatechangeadaptationactivitiesenhances

efficacy,acceptabilityandappropriatenessofprojects.

Thecomprehensivestudy,titled“YouthEngagementinClimateChangeAdaptation:Lessonsfrom

theAdaptationFundPortfolioofProjectsandProgrammes”,includescasestudiesofsevenAF-

fundedprojects.Ithighlightsbenefitsofyouthparticipationontheground,indicatingthatmanyAF

projectshaveinvestedinbuildingyouthcapacitythroughresiliencetrainingandraisingcommunity

awarenessofclimatechangeimpacts,whilealsoofteninvolvingyouthintheimplementationof

adaptationprojectsthemselves.

ThestudyalsonotedthattheFundhasestablishedseveralinstitutionalbedrocksthatconsider

the vulnerability ofyoung people and fosteryouth engagement,including its Gender,

EnvironmentalandSocialpolicies,Medium-Term Strategyandcoreperformanceindicators,

amongothers.Further,itsInnovationFacility,whichwasestablishedoverthelastfouryears,

hasmadeiteasierforyoungentrepreneurstoaccesstargetedclimatefundingforinnova¬tive

adaptationsolutions.

TheFundroutinelyconsultswithinternationalyouthrepresentativesabouttheirex¬periencesand

expectationsregardingclimatechangeadaptation,participatesinoutreachactivitiesinvolving

youth,andevenreceivedaportionofproceedsfrom anawarddonatedbyGretaThunberga

fewyearsback.

AmongtheAFprojectshighlightedinthestudythatillustrateeffectiveandinnovativeyouth

engagementinthefieldwerethoseintheSeychelles,DominicanRepublic,Chile,Armenia,

CookIslands,Cuba,andMorocco.

Forinstance,youthinvolvementintheCubaproject,whichisaimedatadaptingtosealevelrise,

empoweredthem asleadersintheircommunitieswhileraisingawarenessofclimatechange

andharnessingtheirpotentialthroughacquiringpracticalskillsthatinnovatedhowmangroves

areeffectivelyplantedandgrownalongthecoasttoprotectagainstseasurges.

“Youalreadyseemorecoastalspecies,fish,quantityoffish,birdsmakingnestsinthemangroves

andeventhemangrovecanary–whichyoudidn’tseemuchinyearspast,”saidLeandroLázaro,

15,asheplantedandmonitoredmangrovesduringtheprojectafewyearsago.“Thefloraand



faunahaverecovered,andthatmeansthatthemangrovehasrecovered.”

“Workingtogetherwecansuccessfullyachieveraisingtheconsciousnessaspartofour‘life

homework’.Thankstothemangrove,wedonothavebigcoastalfloods,andsalinityintrusions

affectusevenless,”saidZarayRodriguez,22,atthetimewhilecaringformangrovesin

Batabanó,Cuba.

Thestudyproducedseveralkeyfindingsandrecommendations.

Amongthesewerethatwhileprojectsoverallhavenothadastrategicapproachtoinvolv¬ing

youthasleaderswhoformulateanddecideonadaptationpathways,thishasbeenincreasingly

changingwiththemostrecentlyapprovedAFprojects(2019-2022)payingspecialattentionto

youthandconceivingthemasenablersofadaptation.

“Climatechangeimpactsarefelthardestindevelopingcountries,andthere,youthwillexperience

evenmoredrasticchangesthantheirparents’generation.TheAdaptationFundhasalwaysbeen

animbleandinnovativeFundthatfostersandbenefitsfrom youthengagementinitsprojects,

programmesandpolicies,”saidMikkoOllikainen,HeadoftheAdaptationFund.“However,asthe

urgencyofadaptationhasincreasedonagloballevel,ithasrequiredanevenmoretargetedand

systematicinvolvementofyouthtofosterfurtherpositivechange,andthisiswhatwearetryingto

dothroughsomeoftheFund’snewerofferingswithitsinnovationgrants,forexample,andacross

itsprojectportfolioandresults-basedmanagementframework.”

Thestudyreportedthatthemaindriversofyouthengagementinclimateadaptationtendtobe

youth’sownex¬perienceswithextremeweatherevents,perceivedvulnerabilityofyoungpeople,

andactivitiestoincreaseclimatechangeawarenessandconcerns,aswellasstrongleadership

andopen-mindedness.Projectparticipationhasbeendrivenbyyouthtrainings,potentialfor

tangibleresults,familyinvolvement,communitysupport,dedicatedyouthen¬gagementstrategies

andimplementingentities’experiencesworkingwithyouth.Forexample,givingyouthasafe

spacetocommu¬nicateideassuchasincom¬munityplanningsessions,incentiviz¬ingtheirlong-

term participation,andlocalizingclimateriskstoinspireyouthtoactandputknowledgeinto

practicalactionarepivotal.Empoweringyouthwithasenseoffreedom toexpressorpropose

ideasandparticipateinnewadaptationapproachesalsoarefactors,thestudyreported.

Barrierstoyouthparticipationoftenrelatedtospecifictechnicalandresourceprojectneeds,

design,andimple¬mentationprocesses,aswellassocial,economic,orpoliticalcontextsatthe

localornationallevel.

“Youth participation in adaptation projects is enormously beneficialand is evidentin the

AdaptationFundportfolioonseverallevels,”saidCristinaDengel,AF’sKnowledgeManagement

Officer,whocoordinatedthestudy.“Attheindividuallevel,theparticipationofyouthinadaptation

interventionsenhancespersonaldevelopmentandworkingskills,itimprovestheiremployment

opportunitiesandincomeandempowersthem withintheircommunitiesthushelpingthem work



towardstheresiliencyoftheircommunities.Theirinvolvementattheprojectlevel,through

consultations and implementation,increased the acceptability,suitability and efficacy of

interventionsasyouthtendtopromoteculturallysensitiveactionsandinnovativesolutions.”

Thestudyprovidedseveralrecommendationstoengageyouthinmultileveladaptationandensure

meaningfulparticipation,such as encouraging youth representation in localcommittees,

developing and strengthening youth partner¬ships with governments,providing coach

programmesinleadershipandprojectmanagementskillsforyouth,fosteringyouthnetworks,

encouragingsocialentrepreneurshipandin¬novation,andcapturingandsharinglessonsonyouth

participationinadaptation.Italsorecommendedencouragingsystematicengagementofyouthin

stakeholderdiscussionsandprojectactivities,enablingyouthtodiscusscommunityviewswith

olderadults,andempoweringyouthtobepartoflocalandnationaldecisionmakingprocesses,

amongothers.


