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Innovation Days
Hosted by the Adaptation Fund, Innovation Days draw on a wide network of stakeholders, partners  and communities. These actors bring real life

examples to capture the diverse nature of adaptation innovation. Their knowledge inspires, engages, and opens up meaningful discussion.

Innovation Days showcases innovators and innovations from the global South, supporting South-South and North-South dialogue, collaboration and
matching of innovative ideas. Innovation Days are open to everyone, as everyone has a role to play in generating a global innovative mindset and

enabling adaptation to climate change.
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Innovation Days are hosted by the Innovation Facility: 

The Innovation Facility of the Adaptation Fund is offering vulnerable countries new tools and grants to foster, scale up and accelerate innovative adaptation practices and technologies on the
ground to help meet the urgency of climate change. It is aligned closely with the Paris Climate Agreement, which calls accelerating, encouraging and enabling innovation ‘critical’ for an
effective global response to climate change. 

The Facility emerged from the innovation pillar of the Adaptation Fund’s Medium-Term Strategy (MTS) for 2018-2022, which aimed to foster innovation for effective, long-term adaptation.
The Fund’s MTS for 2023-2027 continues the strategic innovation pillar while increasing ambition and synergy with other pillars of action and learning.

The Fund has supported innovation throughout its 15-plus year history. It pioneered Direct Access and Enhanced Direct Access, fostering country and local ownership in adaptation, and
many of its concrete projects on the ground have often been the first adaptation actions in developing countries and are building valuable knowledge and creating scalable models along the
way. The Facility takes innovation a step further through dedicated grant funding windows to foster innovation in adaptation, while building on the Fund’s core strengths and comparative
advantage as a highly functioning nimble fund.



Innovation in adaptation: What is it?

https://youtu.be/U18EFYGg-7M?si=JDK1oBEf_6RP849u

Speakers: (Left to right) Mikko Ollikainen, Adaptation Fund; Alain Bourque, Ouranos; Christa-Joy Burton, Antigua and Barbuda Department of Environment; Alois Mhlanga, UNIDO;
Bernhard Kowatsch, WFP; Marianella Feoli, Fundecooperacion para el Desarrollo Sostenible; Jean Lemire, Quebec Government.

https://youtu.be/U18EFYGg-7M?si=w9iDeSslDYheDV-7
https://youtu.be/U18EFYGg-7M?si=JDK1oBEf_6RP849u


Innovation in adaptation: What does it look like?

Speakers: (Left to right, top down) Phuntsho Choden, BTFEC, Bhutan; Tamara Greenstone-Alefaio,
MCT, Micronesia; Laode M Syarif, KEMITRAAN; Annie Huang, Shaun Ogilvie, and John Reid, Ngāi

Tahu Research Centre; Tui Warmenhoven, He Orangamōngā Uri Tuku Iho Trust; Rafael Moser,
UNCDF LoCAL; Elfatih A B Eltahir, MIT; Christa-Joy Burton, Antigua and Barbuda Department of

Environment; Marianella Feoli, FDS, Costa Rica; Marco Ibarra, CICAD, Chile; Katherine Bocanegra
Castro, Producers Direct (Previously Libelula); Emily Campbell, GNS Science.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U18EFYGg-7M&t=956s

https://youtu.be/pXAbTSSEzRQ?si=YwHN_CoUM-c_JsMN
https://youtu.be/pXAbTSSEzRQ?si=s3tFDAva60kQBEBZ


The Innovation Process: How is it done?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRyDq78W5MY

Speakers: (Left to right) Andy Kerr,  EIT Climate-KIC; Nanko Madu, AfriLabs; Bill Wright, Enterprise Neurosystem; Rajiv Garg, CTCN; Nicolas Biron, Desjardins International Development;
Rita Effah, African Development Bank; Edith Ofwona, Adera African Development Bank.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRyDq78W5MY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRyDq78W5MY


Locally led innovation: What does it look like?

https://youtu.be/kUHqamOF09Y?si=xtHjxpCQnK-1jyMa

Speakers: (Left to right) David Gonzalez, Global Resilience Partnership; Omar Saleh, Zephyr Consulting; Phuntsho Choden, Bhutan Trust Fund for Environmental Conservation; Gina Tsarouchi, HR
Wallingford; André Luiz Gonçalves, Instituto Federal Catarinense; Laode M Syarif, The Partnership for Governance Reform (KEMITRAAN); Gideon Blaauw, CleantechHUB; Tamara Greenstone-Alefaio,

Micronesia Conservation Trust. Radhika Dave, UNDP (no photo)

https://youtu.be/kUHqamOF09Y?si=xtHjxpCQnK-1jyMa
https://youtu.be/kUHqamOF09Y?si=xtHjxpCQnK-1jyMa


Innovation in adaptation: What is the future? 

https://youtu.be/bKObjstUsAc?si=0kOeGjrR22mX605R

Speakers: (Left to right, top down) Mikko Ollikainen, Adaptation Fund; Rob Hopkins, Transition
Network; Petra Söderling, The World Bank; Markus Leippold, University of Zurich; Tamara

Greenstone-Alefaio, MCT; Bernhard Kowatsch; WFP; Carolina Chambi Málaga, UNEP-WCMC; Madiha
Chowdhury, ICCCAD; Chris Adachi, Teck Resources; Jessica Brislin Higgs, Mott MacDonald; David

Gonzalez, and Shuchi Vora, Global Resilience Partnership; Siddhi Ashar, and Yamini Srivastava, Forum
for the Future.

https://youtu.be/bKObjstUsAc?si=pgffA2EbBr3ipQ8t&t=2
https://youtu.be/bKObjstUsAc?si=0kOeGjrR22mX605R


Innovation Days

www.adaptation-fund.org/apply-funding/innovation-grants

Adaptation Fund Innovation Days hosts:

Saliha Dobardzic
sdobardzic@adaptation-fund.org
Team Lead, Programming and Innovation

Marcus Johannesson
mjohannesson@adaptation-fund.org
Senior Climate Change Specialist

T +1(202) 458-0580 F +1 (202) 522-3240
afbsec@adaptation-fund.org

Innovation days 
Facilitator

Eleanor Saunders

Artwork created by Christian Hoffman, using traditional, digital, and AI generated art.
Process included artistic capture from session stimulus, AI development from drawn and text prompts, and digital re-

work to develop exceptional graphic captures.

Session capture visual stories by Tofu Creatives. 

mailto:sdobardzic@adaptation-fund.org
mailto:mjohannesson@adaptation-fund.org

