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National Technical Standards (NTS)

• A project or programme must meet relevant national technical standards, in 

compliance with the Environmental and Social Policy of the Fund.

• This may include:

➢ Building codes

➢ Land use or tenure regulations

➢ Water quality regulations

➢ Sector-specific regulations



Key Considerations

Checklist Concept Note Full Proposal

Relevant national technical standards are identified and compliance 
stated in a logical manner

Compliance with relevant technical standards is explained in detail

If one specific activity of the project/programme requires compliance 
with technical standards, the steps taken to comply with it and the 
nature of the authorization/clearance granted for the project to be 

implemented is explained



NTS Example (Panama proposal)
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Sustainability

• The Adaptation Fund focuses on building local capacities 

and targets sustainable interventions that catalyse impact 

beyond the project/programme lifetime

• The long-term sustainability of the proposed 

intervention, and the potential for replication and    

scale-up need to be considered during project design



Key Considerations

Checklist Concept Note Full Proposal

The adaptation benefits achieved with the help of the 
project/programme can be sustained after its end, and enable 

replication and scaling up with other funds after its end. 

The proposal explains the arrangements through which this would be 
achieved, taking into account sustainability and maintenance of any 

infrastructure or installations to be developed, policies and 
governance arrangements to be developed and implemented, 

knowledge to be generated, management and other capacity to be 
improved, etc. 

All key areas of sustainability are addressed, including but not limited 
to economic, social, environmental, institutional, and financial.



Sustainability Example (Panama proposal)

Economic and financial sustainability

• Co-financing (in kind) as a means to guarantee ownership of the projects and long-

term commitment.

Institutional 

• Criteria established for the selection of technicians who show long-term commitment 

and interest in strengthening their capacities for the program implementation, which 

should include institutional technicians, non-governmental organizations, academia, 

local authorities, among others. 

Social 

• Promote exchanges from producer to producer in order to encourage appropriation 

and strengthen their technical capacities.

Environmental

• Promote the use of organic or natural fertilizers and insecticides to strengthen organic 

production and reduce the impact on contamination by agrochemicals.



THANK YOU
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